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40.5 Cluster Study Process Start Date/Application Window/ Interconnection 

Requests/ Interconnection Service Options 

40.5.1 Start Date for Transition Cluster Study Process and Subsequent Cluster 

Study Processes 

40.5.1.1  The Transition Cluster Study Process shall commence on the Transition Cluster 

Study Process Start Date, which shall be August 1, 2024. 

40.5.1.2  Each subsequent Cluster Study Process shall commence on the Cluster Study 

Process Start Date for that Cluster Study Process. 

40.5.1.3  For Cluster Study Processes after the Transition Cluster Study Process, the 

Cluster Study Process Start Date shall be fifteen (15) Calendar Days prior to the scheduled date 

for the ISO’s presentation in the prior study process of the Cluster Study Report for the 

Operating Committee’s approval.  The date will be set as follows.  Within thirty (30) Calendar 

Days of the commencement of the Phase 2 Study of the Transition Cluster Study Process or a 

subsequent Cluster Study Process, the ISO will provide a preliminary schedule for the next 

Cluster Study Process, including a preliminary Cluster Study Process Start Date, based on the 

then-scheduled date for the ISO’s presentation of the Cluster Study Report to the Operating 

Committee.  Sixty (60) Calendar Days prior to the latest scheduled date of the ISO’s presentation 

of the Cluster Study Report to the Operating Committee, the ISO shall provide the final Cluster 

Study Process Start Date using that scheduled Operating Committee date. 

If the ongoing Cluster Study, including the Final Decision Round of the Final Decision 

Period, takes longer than scheduled to be completed, then the ISO shall extend the Customer 

Engagement Window for the next Cluster Study Process by the number of additional days 

required to complete the prior Cluster Study, including its Final Decision Period. 
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40.5.1.4  The ISO shall provide notice of the Transition Cluster Study Process Start Date 

and subsequent Cluster Study Process Start Dates and schedule by: (i) sending notice of the start 

date and schedule to those registered through the ISO to be on the distribution lists for the 

NYISO Operating Committee and its subcommittees and (ii) posting notice on its website of the 

start date.   

40.5.2 Transition Cluster Study Process 

The Transition Cluster Study Process shall be conducted in accordance with the 

requirements for the Cluster Study Process set forth in this Attachment HH except as otherwise 

indicated in this Attachment HH. 

40.5.3 Application Window Duration 

40.5.3.1  The Application Window shall commence, as applicable, on the Transition 

Cluster Study Process Start Date or Cluster Study Process Start Date. 

40.5.3.2  The Application Window shall be a forty-five (45) Calendar Day period for a 

Cluster Study Process; provided, however, the period shall be a seventy-five (75) Calendar Day 

period for the Transition Cluster Study Process. 

40.5.4 Submission of Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request in Application 

Window 

 

The ISO will only process an Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request that is 

submitted by an Interconnection Customer during an Application Window, except for CRIS-

Only Requests to obtain or increase CRIS that are not subject to a Cluster Study Process.  An 

Interconnection Customer may submit an Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request for a 

project that is subject to the Standard Interconnection Procedures as set forth in Section 40.2.3 to 

join the Cluster evaluated for that particular Cluster Study Process.  To submit an 
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Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request, an Interconnection Customer must satisfy the 

applicable submission requirements in Section 40.5.5. 

40.5.4.1  Contingent Projects 

40.5.4.1.1  If a project is participating in a Class Year Study, Cluster Study, Additional 

SDU Study, or Small Generator facilities study that is ongoing during the Application Window 

for the next Cluster Study Process (“Pending Project”), then the Interconnection Customer may 

submit during that Application Window for the next Cluster Study Process an Interconnection 

Request or CRIS-Only Request for a Cluster Study Project that is the same as its Pending Project 

(e.g., same technical data, modeling, Point of Interconnection, and site), which project shall be 

labeled as a “Contingent Project” with its own Queue Position.  An Interconnection Customer’s 

submission of a Contingent Project will not replace, or require the withdrawal, of the 

Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request for the Pending Project.   

40.5.4.1.2  The Interconnection Customer must satisfy for the Contingent Project all of 

the same Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request requirements set forth in Section 40.5.5 

as are required for an entirely new project, including, but not limited to, satisfying the non-

refundable Application Fee, Study Deposit, and Site Control requirements.   

40.5.4.1.3  The Contingent Project shall be subject to all of the same requirements in the 

Cluster Study Process as an entirely new project except as otherwise set forth in Sections 

40.5.4.1.3.1 to 40.5.4.1.3.4. 

40.5.4.1.3.1  If the Pending Project is a Class Year Project or Cluster Study Project 

only requesting ERIS:  

(i) if the Interconnection Customer accepts the SUF Project Cost Allocation or 

the CTOAF and SUF Project Cost Allocation required for the ERIS for the 
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Pending Project in the Final Decision Round of the applicable Class Year Study 

or Cluster Study, then the ISO shall withdraw the Contingent Project, and the 

Contingent Project shall not be assessed a Withdrawal Penalty for this 

withdrawal; or 

(ii) if the Interconnection Customer withdraws the Pending Project prior to the 

applicable Final Decision Round or does not accept the cost allocation described 

in subpart (i), then the Contingent Project shall continue as a Cluster Study 

Project in the new Cluster Study Process, shall be subject to all of the same 

requirements in the Cluster Study Process as any other project, including the 

option to modify its Point of Interconnection pursuant to Section 40.7.2.3, and 

will be subject to any applicable Withdrawal Penalties if it withdraws or is 

deemed withdrawn. 

40.5.4.1.3.2  If the Pending Project is a Class Year Project or Cluster Study Project 

only requesting CRIS: 

(i) if the Interconnection Customer accepts the SDU Project Cost Allocation 

or Deliverable MWs for the fully requested CRIS amount for the Pending Project 

in the Final Decision Round of the later of the applicable Class Year Study, 

Cluster Study, or Additional SDU Study, then the ISO shall withdraw the 

Contingent Project, and the Contingent Project shall not be assessed a Withdrawal 

Penalty for this withdrawal; or 

(ii) if the Interconnection Customer withdraws the Pending Project prior to the 

applicable Final Decision Round, does not accept the cost allocation or 

Deliverable MWs described in subpart (i), or the Additional SDU Study in which 
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its Pending Project is participating is not completed, then the Contingent Project 

shall continue as a CRIS-Only Cluster Study Project in the new Cluster Study 

Process for purposes of obtaining the megawatts of requested CRIS that it did not 

obtain in the prior study and shall be subject to all of the same requirements in the 

Cluster Study Process as any other project, including any applicable Withdrawal 

Penalties if it withdraws or is deemed withdrawn by the ISO. 

40.5.4.1.3.3  If the Pending Project is a Class Year Project or Cluster Study Project 

requesting both ERIS and CRIS: 

(i) if the Interconnection Customer (A) accepts the SUF Project Cost 

Allocation or the CTOAF and SUF Project Cost Allocation for the ERIS for the 

Pending Project in the Final Decision Round of the later of the applicable Class 

Year Study, Cluster Study, or Additional SDU Study, and (B) accepts the SDU 

Project Cost Allocation or the Deliverable MWs required for the fully requested 

CRIS amount for the Pending Project in the later of the applicable Class Year 

Study, Cluster Study, or Additional SDU Study, then the ISO shall withdraw the 

Contingent Project, and the Contingent Project shall not be assessed a Withdrawal 

Penalty for this withdrawal; or 

(ii)  if the Interconnection Customer withdraws the Pending Project prior to 

the applicable Final Decision Round for ERIS or does not accept the cost 

allocation described in subpart (i)(A), then the Contingent Project shall continue 

as a Cluster Study Project in the new Cluster Study Process, shall be subject to all 

of the same requirements in the Cluster Study Process as any other project, 

including the option to modify its Point of Interconnection pursuant to Section 
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40.7.2.3, and will be subject to any applicable Withdrawal Penalties if it 

withdraws or is deemed withdrawn by the ISO, or 

(iii) if: (A) the Interconnection Customer accepts the cost allocation for ERIS 

as described in subpart (i), but (B) does not accepts the SDU Project Cost 

Allocation or the Deliverable MWs required for the fully requested CRIS amount 

described in subpart (i) or the Additional SDU Study in which its Pending Project 

is participating is not completed, then the Contingent Project shall be converted 

into a CRIS-Only Cluster Study Project for its evaluation in the Cluster Study 

Process for the megawatts of requested CRIS not obtained by the Pending Project 

in the prior study.  In such case, the ISO shall, upon Interconnection Customer’s 

request, refund to Interconnection Customer any refundable cash portion of, or 

coordinate with Interconnection Customer to amend any letter of credit or surety 

bond for, any Study Deposit amount, Readiness Deposit(s), and Site Control 

Deposit that the Interconnection Customer provided for the Contingent Project 

that are not required for a CRIS-Only Cluster Study Project.  If Interconnection 

Customer informs the ISO that it will not proceed as a CRIS-Only Cluster Study 

Project prior to electing to enter the Phase 1 Study, then the ISO shall withdraw 

the project, and the project shall not be assessed a Withdrawal Penalty for this 

withdrawal. 

40.5.4.1.3.4  If the Pending Project is a Small Generating Facility subject to a Small 

Generator facilities study: 

(i) if: (A) the facilities study is completed prior to the end of the 

Application Window for the Transition Cluster Study Process, and (B) the 
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Interconnection Customer accepts its cost allocation for the System Upgrade 

Facilities cost allocation following the issuance of the final report in accordance 

with Section 32.3.5.7 of Attachment Z, then the ISO shall withdraw the 

Contingent Project, and the Contingent Project shall not be assessed a Withdrawal 

Penalty; or 

(ii) if: (A) the Interconnection Customer withdraws the Pending Project 

prior to the completion of the facilities study, (B) the Interconnection Customer 

does not accept the cost allocation for the Pending Project described in subpart (i), 

or (C) the facilities study for the Pending Project is not completed prior to the end 

of the Application Window for the Transition Cluster Study Process and is 

terminated by the ISO, then the Contingent Project shall continue as a Cluster 

Study Project in the new Cluster Study Process, shall be subject to all of the same 

requirements in the Cluster Study Process as any other project, including the 

option to modify its Point of Interconnection pursuant to Section 40.7.2.3, and 

will be subject to any applicable Withdrawal Penalties if it withdraws or is 

deemed withdrawn by the ISO. 

40.5.5 Submission Requirements for Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request  

 

40.5.5.1  To submit an Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request, an 

Interconnection Customer must submit to the ISO the following during, and no later than the 

close of, the Application Window. 

40.5.5.1.1  Interconnection Customer must submit, as applicable, (i) a completed 

Interconnection Request in accordance with Appendix 1 to these Standard 

Interconnection Procedures, including the required technical data, modeling, and 
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conceptual one-line project layout, or (ii) a completed CRIS-Only Request in 

accordance with Appendix 2 to these Standard Interconnection Procedures. 

40.5.5.1.2  Interconnection Customer submitting a CRIS-Only Cluster Study 

Project must provide documentation demonstrating that it is in service or has 

completed one of the following, as applicable: a Class Year Study or Cluster Study 

for ERIS, a completed facilities study for Small Generating Facilities processed under 

the Small Generator Interconnection Procedures pursuant to Section 40.3.1, or a 

utility interconnection study if the facility is not subject to the ISO interconnection 

procedures under Attachment HH.   

40.5.5.1.3  Interconnection Customer must submit a non-refundable Application 

Fee in cash in the amount of $10,000 in accordance with Section 40.2.4.1; provided, 

however, that the Application Fee shall be $5,000 for a CRIS-Only Cluster Study 

Project.  The Application Fee shall be divided between the ISO and Connecting 

Transmission Owner(s) as follows: 75% allocated to the ISO and 25% allocated to the 

Connecting Transmission Owner; provided, however, that for a CRIS-Only Cluster 

Study Project, 100% of the Application Fee will be allocated to the ISO. 

40.5.5.1.4  Interconnection Customer must submit a Study Deposit in accordance 

with the requirements in Section 40.2.4 in the following amount based on the size of 

the proposed Facility in the Interconnection Request: (A) $100,000 for a Facility 

smaller than 80 MW, (B) $150,000 for a Facility greater than or equal to 80 MW and 

smaller than 200 MW, or (C) $250,000 for a Facility greater than or equal to 200 

MW; provided, however, that the Study Deposit amount shall be $50,000 for a CRIS-

Only Cluster Study Project.  The MW value used to calculate the Study Deposit 
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amount will be based on the requested ERIS amount at the Point of Interconnection 

for the Cluster Study Project.  The ISO shall hold the Study Deposit for the duration 

of Interconnection Customer’s participation in the Cluster Study Process, subject to 

the requirements set forth in Sections 40.6.5, 40.7.6, 40.10.9, 40.15.4, 40.15.5, and 

40.24.3 to this Attachment HH.  

40.5.5.1.5  Except as set forth in Section 40.5.5.1.5.1, Interconnection Customer: 

(i) must demonstrate with its Interconnection Request through its submission of 

materials permitted in ISO Procedures full Site Control of the Facility consistent with 

the acreage and other parameters for the Facility’s technology type set forth in ISO 

Procedures and (ii) include an attestation in the form set forth in ISO Procedures from 

an officer of the company indicating the amount of acreage covered by these Site 

Control materials and that such acreage is consistent with the acreage and other 

parameters for the Facility’s technology type set forth in ISO Procedures.  If: (i) the 

Facility is a new technology type not addressed in the ISO Procedures or (ii) the Site 

Control documentation provided by the Interconnection Customer is for less acreage 

than required for the Facility’s technology type in ISO Procedures, the 

Interconnection Customer must instead provide under this Section 40.5.5.1.5 an 

attestation in the form set forth in ISO Procedures from an officer of the company 

sufficiently describing and explaining the special circumstances of the project that 

permits a different acreage amount for Site Control than the requirements in the ISO 

Procedures, along with a licensed professional engineer (electrical or civil) signed and 

stamped site plan that depicts that the Site Control provided by the Interconnection 

Customer can support the proposed arrangement of its Facility. 
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40.5.5.1.5.1  An Interconnection Customer may submit (1) a signed affidavit 

from an officer of the company indicating that Site Control is unobtainable due to 

Regulatory Limitations as such term is defined in ISO Procedures; (2) 

documentation sufficiently describing and explaining the source and effects of 

such Regulatory Limitations, including a description of any conditions that must 

be met to satisfy the Regulatory Limitations and the anticipated time by which 

Interconnection Customer expects to satisfy the regulatory requirements, and (3) a 

Site Control Deposit of $10,000 per MW, subject to a minimum of $500,000 and 

a maximum of $2,000,000 in accordance with the requirements in Section 

40.2.4.2.  The MW value used to calculate the Site Control Deposit amount will 

be based on the requested ERIS amount at the Point of Interconnection for the 

Cluster Study Project. 

40.5.5.1.5.2  Interconnection Requests from multiple Interconnection 

Customers for multiple Generating Facilities that share a site must include a 

contract or other agreement that allows for shared land use. 

40.5.5.1.6  Interconnection Customer must indicate whether the Interconnection 

Request or CRIS-Only Request shall be studied for Energy Resource Interconnection 

Service and/or for Capacity Resource Interconnection Service, as further detailed in 

Section 40.5.6 below. 

40.5.5.1.7  Interconnection Customer must specify a single Point of 

Interconnection for the Interconnection Request, except: (i) for a Cluster Study 

Transmission Project, or (ii) for a Generating Facility proposing to interconnect at 

two Points of Interconnection within the same Capacity Region. 
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40.5.5.1.8  An Interconnection Customer that submitted an Interconnection 

Request for an inverter-based resource that is greater than 20 MW must submit the 

form set forth in ISO Procedures concerning the attestations required by NYSRC 

Reliability Rule B.5. 

40.5.5.2  The expected Commercial Operation Date of the new Facility or proposed 

increase in capacity of the existing Facility provided at the time of the submission of the 

Interconnection Request shall be no more than ten (10) years from the date the Interconnection 

Request is received by the ISO.  Extensions of Commercial Operation Dates are governed by 

Section 40.6.3.4. 

40.5.5.3  Except as permitted by the Contingent Project rules in Section 40.5.4.1, an 

Interconnection Customer, or an Interconnection Customer and one of its Affiliates, cannot 

submit an Interconnection Request for a mutually exclusive Cluster Study Project with projects 

in the Queue or projects proceeding in the same Application Window. 

40.5.5.4  An Interconnection Customer that submits to the ISO a Site Control Deposit due 

to demonstrated Regulatory Limitations must demonstrate that it is taking identifiable steps to 

satisfy the necessary regulatory requirements from the applicable federal, state, local and/or 

tribal entities prior to entering the Phase 2 Study. Such deposit will be held by the ISO until 

Interconnection Customer provides the required Site Control demonstration for its project in the 

Cluster Study Process. Interconnection Customers facing qualifying Regulatory Limitations must 

demonstrate full Site Control within one-hundred eighty (180) Calendar Days of the effective 

date of the Standard Interconnection Agreement. 

40.5.5.5  Interconnection Customer shall promptly inform the ISO of any material change 

to Interconnection Customer’s demonstration of Site Control under Section 40.5.5.1.5.  If the 
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ISO determines, based on Interconnection Customer’s information, that Interconnection 

Customer no longer satisfies the Site Control requirement, the ISO shall give Interconnection 

Customer fifteen (15) Business Days to demonstrate satisfaction with the applicable requirement 

subject to the ISO’s approval.  Absent such, the ISO shall deem the Interconnection Request 

withdrawn pursuant to Section 40.6.4. 

40.5.5.6   Interconnection Customer shall submit a separate Interconnection Request for 

each site unless the Facility is a proposed Facility comprised of multiple Generators behind a 

single Point of Injection, in which case the Interconnection Customer may submit separate 

Interconnection Requests or a single Interconnection Request; provided however, a multi-unit 

Facility can only be evaluated under a single Interconnection Request if (1) the Facility is 

proposed by a single Interconnection Customer; (2) the individual Generators comprising the 

Facility are co-located behind the same Point of Interconnection; and (3) units in the Facility 

propose to interconnect at two Points of Interconnection within the same Capacity Region.  An 

Interconnection Customer may submit multiple Interconnection Requests for a single site to the 

extent permitted by the Site Control requirements in this Attachment HH.  The Interconnection 

Customer must satisfy all Interconnection Request submission requirements for each 

Interconnection Request even when more than one request is submitted for a single site.    

40.5.6 Types of Interconnection Service 

40.5.6.1 Two Types of Service   

Two types of interconnection service may be requested under the Standard 

Interconnection Procedures: (1) Energy Resource Interconnection Service for interconnection in 

compliance with the NYISO Minimum Interconnection Standard; and (2) Capacity Resource 
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Interconnection Service for interconnection in compliance with the NYISO Deliverability 

Interconnection Standard. 

40.5.6.2 Service Elections, Generally   

All Facilities must interconnect in compliance with the NYISO Minimum 

Interconnection Standard.  In addition, Facilities must also comply with the NYISO 

Deliverability Interconnection Standard before Generating Facilities can become qualified 

Installed Capacity Suppliers and before Cluster Study Transmission Projects can receive 

Unforced Capacity Deliverability Rights.  An Interconnection Customer initially states its 

election to be evaluated in the Cluster Study for ERIS alone, or for both ERIS and CRIS, as a 

part of its Interconnection Request.  For Projects comprised of multiple Generators, an 

Interconnection Customer must request ERIS for the Facility, such ERIS to be allocated among 

the multiple Generators comprising the Facility as requested by Interconnection Customer in its 

Interconnection Request; provided however, the requested allocation for ERIS for the 

Intermittent Power Resource in a Co-located Storage Resource cannot exceed the Point of 

Injection limit plus the full withdrawal capability of the Energy Storage Resource.  An existing 

Generating Facility requesting only CRIS must request CRIS in a Cluster Study or an Expedited 

Deliverability Study unless it is requesting CRIS pursuant to Section 40.5.6.6.   

40.5.6.3 ERIS Elections   

A Facility that obtains ERIS, but not CRIS, will not be permitted to become an eligible 

Installed Capacity Supplier to receive Unforced Capacity Deliverability Rights.  Such a Facility 

will be eligible to participate only in the Energy and applicable Ancillary Services markets.  

When an Interconnection Customer elects ERIS, its project will be evaluated in the Cluster Study 

at full output (i.e., the maximum capacity the Facility is capable of injecting at the Point of 
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Interconnection), unless the Interconnection Customer requests ERIS below the full Generating 

Facility Capacity of a Generating Facility or full facility capacity for a Cluster Study 

Transmission Project.  If the Interconnection Customer requests ERIS below the full Generating 

Facility Capacity of the Facility, the ISO shall study the Facility at the requested ERIS for 

purposes of Attachment Facilities, Distribution Upgrades, System Upgrade Facilities, and 

associated costs.  However, if the maximum capacity that the Facility is capable of injecting at 

the Point of Interconnection is limited (i.e., through the use of control system, power relay(s), or 

other similar device settings or adjustments), then the Interconnection Customer must obtain the 

ISO’s and Connecting Transmission Owner’s agreement, with such agreement not to be 

unreasonably withheld, that the manner in which the Interconnection Customer proposes to 

implement such a limit will not adversely affect the safety and reliability of the New York State 

Transmission System (or Distribution System as applicable).  If the ISO and Connecting 

Transmission Owner do not agree with the proposed manner to limit output, then the 

Interconnection Customer can either withdraw its Interconnection Request or modify its 

Interconnection Request to specify the maximum capacity that the Facility is capable of injecting 

into the New York State Transmission System (or Distribution System as applicable) without 

such limitations.  The ISO and Connecting Transmission Owner, based on Good Utility Practice 

and related engineering considerations and after accounting for any control technology proposed 

by the Interconnection Customer, may require further studies of the Facility at its full output to 

ensure the safety and reliability of the New York State Transmission System (or Distribution 

System as applicable), with the additional study costs borne by the Interconnection Customer.  

The ISO and Connecting Transmission Owner shall provide the Interconnection Customer with 

an explanation of its determination to perform studies at the Facility’s full capacity before 
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beginning such studies.  If the ISO and Connecting Transmission Owner determine that 

additional System Upgrade Facilities are necessary after the additional studies are complete, the 

ISO and Connecting Transmission Owner must: (1) specify which additional System Upgrade 

Facilities costs are based on which studies; and (2) provide a detailed explanation of why the 

additional System Upgrade Facilities are necessary.  The Interconnection Customer may be 

responsible for additional System Upgrade Facilities and/or additional control technologies, as 

well as testing and validation of those technologies consistent with Article 6 of its Standard 

Interconnection Agreement.  The necessary control technologies and protection systems, as well 

as any potential penalties for exceeding the level of ERIS established in the executed, or 

requested to be filed unexecuted, Standard Interconnection Agreement, shall be set forth in 

Appendix C of the executed, or requested to be filed unexecuted, Standard Interconnection 

Agreement. 

When an Interconnection Customer interconnects under ERIS only, the Interconnection 

Customer may at a later date request CRIS in accordance with the Standard Interconnection 

Procedures. 

40.5.6.4 CRIS Elections   

When an Interconnection Customer requests CRIS, the amount of CRIS requested shall 

be stated in MW of Installed Capacity (“ICAP”), and cannot exceed the permissible levels set 

forth in Section 40.5.6.5.  When an Interconnection Customer elects CRIS, the ISO will evaluate 

the deliverability of the Facility by applying the test methodology described in Section 40.13; 

provided, however, requests for CRIS for a Facility 2 MW or smaller or for an increase in CRIS 

permitted by Section 40.5.6.6 will not evaluated for deliverability under the NYISO 

Deliverability Interconnection Standard.  The ISO will apply this test methodology to identify 
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the System Deliverability Upgrades, if any, needed to make the Facility deliverable at its 

requested CRIS MW level and will also identify the MW of Installed Capacity, if any, that are 

deliverable from the Facility with no System Deliverability Upgrades.  A Facility electing CRIS 

will be able to become a qualified Installed Capacity Supplier or receive Unforced Capacity 

Deliverability Rights to the extent of its deliverable capacity, once it has paid cash or provided 

Security for any required System Deliverability Upgrades in accordance with the relevant 

provisions of Attachment HH to the ISO OATT.  An Interconnection Customer qualifying for 

CRIS will have two CRIS values:  one for the summer capability period and one for the winter 

capability period.  The CRIS value, in MW of Installed Capacity, for the summer capability 

period will be set using the deliverability test methodology and procedures described in Section 

40.13 of this Attachment HH.  The CRIS value for the winter capability period, also in MW of 

Installed Capacity, will be set in accordance with Section 40.13.6 of this Attachment HH. 

40.5.6.5 Maximum Requested CRIS 

The maximum permissible MW of CRIS an Interconnection Customer may request are 

subject to the following limitations: 

(i) if the Facility is a proposed BTM:NG Resource, the requested MW level of CRIS 

cannot exceed its Net ICAP; 

(ii) if the Facility is a proposed Resource with Energy Duration Limitations, the 

requested MW level of CRIS cannot exceed the minimum of the following: (a) its 

expected maximum injection capability in MW for the Interconnection Customer-

selected duration; (b) the nameplate capacity of the Project (i.e., injection 

capability of the Project expressed in MW); or (c) the sum of the Project’s 

requested and existing ERIS, as applicable; 
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(iii) if the Facility is a Cluster Study Transmission Project requesting External-to-ROS 

Deliverability Rights, the requested MW level of CRIS cannot exceed the 

anticipated increase in transfer capability created by its associated Cluster Study 

Transmission Project;  

(iv) if the Facility is comprised of multiple Generators of the same or different 

technology type (e.g., Co-located Storage Resource or single technology facility 

with multiple units, each proposed to be assigned a single PTID), the requested 

MW level of CRIS must be requested at the Facility level (i.e., corresponding to 

the Facility as described in the Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request, as 

applicable), and shall be allocated among the multiple Generators, as requested by 

Interconnection Customer; provided, however, the requested MW level of CRIS 

cannot exceed the minimum of the following: (a) the expected maximum injection 

capability in MW for the Facility as described in the Interconnection Request or 

CRIS-Only Request, as applicable, including all co-located Generators sharing the 

same injection limit (e.g., the entire Distributed Energy Resource, the entire Co-

located Storage Resource or the entire multi-unit single technology resource); 

provided, however, if the Project includes a Resource with Energy Duration 

Limitation, its expected maximum injection capability in MW is limited by the 

Interconnection Customer-selected duration); (b) the nameplate capacity of the 

Facility (i.e., collective injection capability of all units within the proposed Facility 

expressed in MW); or (c) the sum of the Facility’s requested and existing ERIS, as 

applicable; and 
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(v) if the above subsections do not apply to the Facility, the requested MW level of 

CRIS cannot exceed the nameplate capacity of the Facility. 

For existing facilities proposing a modification to add a Generator of the same or 

different technology co-located at the same Point of Interconnection for which the 

Interconnection Customer requests CRIS, the collective CRIS of the resources within what will 

be the modified facility (e.g., the resulting Co-located Storage Resource or Distributed Energy 

Resource) cannot exceed the injection limit of the co-located units. For a Facility that requests 

CRIS for part of a multi-unit facility, after combining with another existing or proposed co-

located facility, the requested MW level of CRIS cannot exceed the permissible levels of CRIS 

that may have been requested pursuant to this Section 40.5.6.5 for the entire co-located Facility. 

40.5.6.6 Increases In Established CRIS Values   

Any facility with an established CRIS value may at a later date request an increase in 

CRIS not to exceed the levels permitted by Section 40.5.6.5 of Attachment HH.  An increase in 

CRIS may be requested by submitting (1) a CRIS-Only Request; (2) an Expedited Deliverability 

Study Request; or (3) a request for up to 2 MW of CRIS during the operating life of a facility in 

accordance with ISO Procedures, such request not being subject to a deliverability evaluation in 

a Cluster Study or Expedited Deliverability Study; provided, however, such request is subject to 

the limitations on permissible CRIS MW levels set forth in Section 40.5.6.5 of this Attachment 

HH, and, for facilities comprised of multiple Generators, this CRIS request is permitted only at 

the facility level, not at the individual Generator level. A Project that receives a CRIS increase 

pursuant to this Section 40.5.6.6, to the extent it later combines with another Generator(s) to 

become a co-located resource (e.g., Co-located Storage Resources or a Distributed Energy 

Resource), is not eligible for any additional CRIS increase above a single increase up to 2 MW, 
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without proceeding through a deliverability evaluation in a Cluster Study or Expedited 

Deliverability Study.   

For purposes of this Section 40.5.6.6, an “established CRIS value” for facilities subject to 

a CRIS set and reset period pursuant to Section 40.18.2.5.4, Section 40.18.2.6.1.1, Section 

40.18.2.6.1.2, Section 40.18.2.7.2, or Section 40.18.2.7.3 of Attachment HH to the ISO OATT is 

the final CRIS value established after the termination of the CRIS set and reset period. 

40.5.7 Validation of Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request 

40.5.7.1 Acknowledgment and Assessment of Interconnection Request or CRIS-

Only Request 

40.5.7.1.1  Within ten (10) Business Days of the ISO’s receipt of an Interconnection 

Request or CRIS-Only Request submission within an Application Window that includes all of 

the items required for such request set forth in Section 40.5.5 above (or within fifteen (15) 

Business Days for the Transition Cluster Study Process), the ISO shall:  

(i) acknowledge receipt of the received Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only 

Request;  

(ii) confirm whether all of the elements of the Interconnection Request or CRIS-

Only Request comply with the requirements in Section 40.5.5; except that for 

purposes of the validation, the ISO will not review for deficiencies: (i) the 

Facility model, for which any deficiencies will be addressed pursuant to 

Section 40.5.7.4, and (ii) any Transmission Owner-specific information 

submitted by the Interconnection Customer pursuant to Section 40.5.7.3, 

which information will be reviewed by the applicable Transmission Owner 

pursuant to Section 40.5.7.3; 
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(iii) confirm receipt of the Interconnection Customer’s payment of the Application 

Fee and Study Deposit;  

(iv) identify the Connecting Transmission Owner(s) with which the Facility is 

proposing to connect and any Affected Transmission Owner(s) that the ISO is 

aware of; 

(v) make available the information submitted with the Interconnection Request or 

the CRIS-Only Request and its acknowledgement to the Connecting 

Transmission Owner(s) and any identified Affected Transmission Owner(s) 

for their confirmation within the ISO’s review period that they are the 

appropriate Connecting Transmission Owner or Affected Transmission Owner 

for the Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request;  

(vi) if the Interconnection Request is to interconnect to a distribution facility, 

consult with the Connecting Transmission Owner to determine whether the 

Standard Interconnection Procedures apply; and 

(vii) notify Interconnection Customer whether the Interconnection Request or 

CRIS-Only Request is valid or includes any deficiencies. 

40.5.7.1.2  Cluster Study Agreement 

40.5.7.1.2.1  As soon as practicable after the ISO determines in the Application 

Window that an Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request is valid or within ten 

(10) Business Days of the ISO making this determination in the Customer Engagement 

Window, the ISO will tender an executable version of the Cluster Study Agreement for 

that Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request in the form set forth in Appendix 3 

to this Attachment HH to the Interconnection Customer, the Connecting Transmission 
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Owner(s), and any identified Affected Transmission Owner(s) or Affected System 

Owners. 

40.5.7.1.2.2  The Interconnection Customer, Connecting Transmission Owner(s), 

and any Affected Transmission Owner(s) or Affected System Operator(s) must execute 

the Cluster Study Agreement within ten (10) Calendar Days of the NYISO’s tender of the 

agreement. 

40.5.7.1.2.3  If the ISO subsequently identifies additional or other Connecting 

Transmission Owner(s), Affected Transmission Owner(s), or Affected System 

Operator(s) for the Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request, the ISO will tender 

as soon as practicable an amended version of the Cluster Study Agreement, which the 

parties must execute within ten (10) Calendar Days of the NYISO’s tender of the 

agreement. 

40.5.7.2 Addressing Deficiencies in Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only 

Request 

40.5.7.2.1  An Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request will not be considered to 

be a valid request until all items in Section 40.5.5 have been received during the Application 

Window and confirmed by the ISO.  If an Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request fails 

to meet the requirements set forth in Section 40.5.5, the ISO shall notify the Interconnection 

Customer and Connecting Transmission Owner within the time period set forth in Section 

40.5.7.1 of the reasons for such failure and that the Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only 

Request does not constitute a valid request. 

40.5.7.2.2  The Interconnection Customer shall provide to the ISO the information 

required to address a deficiency identified by the ISO in accordance with Section 40.5.7.2.1 or 

this Section 40.5.7.2.3 within ten (10) Business Days after receipt of such notice (or within 
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fifteen (15) Business Days for the Transition Cluster Study Process), but no later than the close 

of the Application Window.  The Interconnection Customer’s submission shall be limited to 

addressing the identified deficiency(ies).  Within ten (10) Business Days of an Interconnection 

Customer’s submission of the additional information concerning the identified deficiency (or 

within fifteen (15) Business Days for the Transition Cluster Study), the ISO will review the 

Interconnection Customer’s submitted information and, if it determines the identified deficiency 

has not been addressed, will notify the Interconnection Customer of the remaining deficiency, 

which the Interconnection Customer must address in accordance with this Section 40.5.7.2.2.  

The ISO shall promptly forward such additional information provided by the Interconnection 

Customer to the Connecting Transmission Owner and Affected Transmission Owner. 

40.5.7.2.3   If the ISO determines that Interconnection Customer’s Interconnection 

Request or CRIS-Only Request is valid or that the Interconnection Customer has addressed any 

deficiencies identified by the ISO within the timeframe set forth in Section 40.5.7.2.2, the ISO 

shall notify the Interconnection Customer that the Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only 

Request is valid, and such Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request shall proceed as part 

of the ISO’s Queue for further processing pursuant to the procedures in this Attachment HH.  If 

Interconnection Customer fails to submit additional information required by the ISO within the 

timeframe set forth in Section 40.5.7.2.2 or fails to fully address any deficiencies in its 

Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request prior to the completion of the Application 

Window, the ISO shall deem the Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request withdrawn 

pursuant to Section 40.6.4 (without the cure period provided in Section 40.6.4).  Notwithstanding 

the ISO’s validation of an Interconnection Request, an Interconnection Customer for that 

Interconnection Request must also satisfy the requirements for any Transmission Owner-specific 
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technical information in accordance with the requirements in Section 40.5.7.3 and any 

subsequent information requests in accordance with the requirements in Section 40.5.7.4.  

40.5.7.3  Transmission Owner Review of Interconnection Customer’s Submission of 

Transmission Owner-Specific Technical Information 

 

40.5.7.3.1  Within ten (10) Business Days of the ISO’s notification to the Interconnection 

Customer that the Interconnection Request for its Cluster Study Project is validated pursuant to 

Section 40.5.7.2.3, the Interconnection Customer must submit to the Connecting Transmission 

Owner and Affected Transmission Owner identified for its Cluster Study Project any technical 

information requested by the Transmission Owner for purposes of Connecting Transmission 

Owner’s and/or Affected Transmission Owner’s performance of the Phase 1 Study. 

40.5.7.3.2  The Transmission Owner shall review Interconnection Customer’s submission 

of the information submitted pursuant to Section 40.5.7.3.1 and shall identify any deficiencies 

within fourteen (14) Calendar Days of the Interconnection Customer’s provision of such 

information in accordance with Section 40.5.7.3.1 and within ten (10) Calendar Days of any 

additional information submission by the Interconnection Customer pursuant to Section 

40.5.7.3.3.  The Transmission Owner’s review of this information request is separate from the 

ISO’s review of the validity of the Interconnection Request.   

40.5.7.3.3  If the Transmission Owner identifies any deficiency, Interconnection 

Customer shall provide additional information to the Transmission Owner to cure such 

deficiency within ten (10) Calendar Days.  

40.5.7.3.4  If the ISO, in consultation with the Connecting Transmission Owner or 

Affected Transmission Owner, determines that Interconnection Customer has not cured a 

deficiency in the Transmission Owner-specific information prior to five (5) Business Days of the 
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scheduled conclusion of the Customer Engagement Window, the Interconnection Request shall 

be withdrawn pursuant to Section 40.6.4 (without the cure period provided in Section 40.6.4). 

40.5.7.4  Subsequent Information Request 

At any time following the ISO’s validation of an Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only 

Request, if the ISO, Connecting Transmission Owner, or Affected Transmission Owner finds: (i) 

that the technical data provided by Interconnection Customer, including the Facility model, is 

incomplete or contains errors or (ii) that it requires additional information from Interconnection 

Customer to perform its responsibilities required under this Attachment HH, then such entity 

shall request that Interconnection Customer provide such information.  Interconnection Customer 

shall submit such information within ten (10) Business Days of the information request.  If 

Interconnection Customer: (i) fails to timely submit the requested information or (ii) does not 

address any deficiencies with its Facility model prior to the Scoping Meeting in the Customer 

Engagement Window, the Interconnection Customer’s Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only 

Request shall be withdrawn from the Queue.   

40.5.8 OASIS Posting 

40.5.8.1  The ISO will maintain on its OASIS or a publicly accessible portion of its 

website a list of all valid Interconnection Requests and CRIS-Only Requests.  The list will 

identify, for each Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request, as applicable: (i) the 

maximum summer and winter megawatt electrical output; (ii) the location by county and state; 

(iii) the station or transmission line or lines where the interconnection will be made; (iv) the 

projected Initial Backfeed Date, Synchronization Date and Commercial Operation Date; (v) the 

status of the Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request, including Queue Position; (vi) the 

identity of the Interconnection Customer; (vii) the availability of any studies related to the 
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Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request; (viii) the date of the Interconnection Request; 

(ix) the type of Facility to be constructed; and (x) for Interconnection Requests that have not 

resulted in a completed interconnection, an explanation as to why it was not completed. The ISO 

shall also post any known deviations in date proposed by the Facility in this Section 40.5.8.1(iv), 

above. Phase 1 Study reports, the Phase 1 Cost Estimate Summary Report, and the Cluster Study 

Report shall be posted to the ISO password-protected website as soon as practicable following 

the conclusion, as applicable, of the Phase 1 Study or Phase 2 Study.
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40.7 Customer Engagement Window/ Phase 1 Entry Decision Period 

 

40.7.1 Customer Engagement Window Start Date, Duration, and Scope  

 

40.7.1.1  The Customer Engagement Window for the Cluster Study Process shall 

commence on the first Business Day after the end date of the Application Window. 

40.7.1.2  The Customer Engagement Window period shall be a seventy (70) Calendar 

Day period for a Cluster Study Process; except as follows: 

 (i) for the Transition Cluster Study Process, this period shall complete at the later of: (A) 

a ninety (90) Calendar Day period and (B) the completion of the Final Decision Period for the 

Class Year Study for Class Year 2023; and  

(ii) for subsequent Cluster Study Processes, this period shall be extended to the extent 

required by Section 40.5.1.3. 

40.7.1.3  During the Customer Engagement Window: (i) the ISO shall complete its 

review and validation of Interconnection Requests submitted, but not validated, during the 

Application Window, (ii) the ISO shall post the Cluster Study Project List in accordance with the 

requirements in Section 40.7.2, (iii) the Connecting Transmission Owner shall perform the 

Physical Infeasibility Screening of the proposed interconnections of the Cluster Study Projects in 

accordance with the requirements in Section 40.7.3, and (iv) the ISO shall conduct the Scoping 

Meeting in accordance with the requirements in Section 40.7.4. 

40.7.2  Posting of Cluster Study Project List 

 

40.7.2.1  Within ten (10) Business Days of the commencement of the Customer 

Engagement Window, the ISO shall post on its OASIS, or a publicly accessible portion of its 

website, the Cluster Study Project List, which is a list of the validated Interconnection Requests 

and CRIS-Only Requests for that Cluster.  The list shall identify for each Interconnection 
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Request and each CRIS-Only Request: (1) the requested amount of Energy Resource 

Interconnection Service and/ Capacity Resource Interconnection Service; (2) the location by 

county and state; (3) the station or transmission line or lines of the requested Point of 

Interconnection; (4) the proposed Initial Backfeed Date; (5) the type of Interconnection Service 

requested; (6) the type of Facility to be constructed, including fuel types, such as coal, natural 

gas, solar, wind, storage, or combined resource; (7) the number of proposed generator leads; (8) 

Queue Position; (9) whether the Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request is for a 

Contingent Project; and (10) the applicable Connecting Transmission Owner and any identified 

Affected Transmission Owners. 

40.7.2.2  If an Interconnection Customer withdraws its Interconnection Request or CRIS-

Only Request, or such Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request is deemed withdrawn by 

the ISO, during the Customer Engagement Window up to five (5) Business Days after the ISO 

posts the Cluster Study Project List, the Interconnection Request shall not be subject to a 

Withdrawal Penalty as set forth in Section 40.7.6.2. 

40.7.2.3  Within five (5) Business Days after the ISO posts the Cluster Study Project List, 

the Interconnection Customer may propose a modification to the Point of Interconnection in its 

Interconnection Request for its Cluster Study Project other than for a Contingent Project; 

provided, however, that such modification cannot modify the electrical characteristics of its 

Cluster Study Project.  The Interconnection Customer shall submit to the ISO any requested 

change to the Point of Interconnection through the Facility Modification Request set forth in 

Appendix 5.  If the Interconnection Customer submits a Facility Modification Request requesting 

to change the Point of Interconnection, then the ISO shall modify the priority designation of the 

Queue Position assigned to its Interconnection Request pursuant to Section 40.6.1.1 based on the 
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date and time of the ISO’s receipt of the Interconnection Customer’s submission of the 

completed Facility Modification Request form requesting the change and will notify the 

Connecting Transmission Owner and Affected Transmission Owner of this change when 

notifying the Interconnection Customer of its modified Queue Position 

40.7.3  Physical Infeasibility Screening 

 

40.7.3.1  During the Customer Engagement Window, the Connecting Transmission 

Owner and any Affected Transmission Owner(s) identified pursuant to Section 40.5.7.1.1 in 

connection with the proposed interconnection of a Cluster Study Project (except for CRIS-Only 

Cluster Study Projects) shall review the proposed interconnection of the Cluster Study Project to 

assess whether the proposed Point of Interconnection is Physically Infeasible as defined in 

Section 40.7.3.2 and shall provide the ISO their written assessment. 

40.7.3.2  An Interconnection Request shall be deemed Physically Infeasible if:  

(1) (i) the substation for the selected Point of Interconnection does not have any available 

bus positions and (ii) (a) is not expandable electrically or within the existing substation 

footprint, or (b) adjacent usable vacant land is not available, or (c) proposals by 

Interconnection Customer are inconsistent with Good Utility Practice or Applicable 

Reliability Requirements; or 

(2) a viable tie line cable route(s) cannot be established from either the Point of Change 

of Ownership to the Point of Interconnection or, where these points are the same, a viable 

route cannot be established within or from the fence line; or 

(3) (i) the project capacity exceeds the ratings of equipment at the substation selected for 

the Point of Interconnection, (ii) replacement equipment that would be adequately rated 

for the project capacity is not commercially available from an approved supplier and 
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within applicable specifications set by the Transmission Owner, and (iii) an alternative 

upgrade is not physically feasible (e.g., higher voltage Point of Interconnection 

substation).  For purposes of this subpart (3), “commercially available” equipment shall 

mean equipment manufactured by an approved supplier of a particular Connecting 

Transmission Owner and conforming with engineering specifications and procedures of 

the Connecting Transmission Owner.  This section does not create an obligation of a 

Transmission Owner to acquire through eminent domain or otherwise any real property, 

subject to the Land of Other Property Owners requirements in Section 5.13 of the 

Standard Interconnection Agreement in Appendix 15 to this Attachment HH. 

40.7.3.3  The ISO shall issue a report with the results of the Physical Infeasibility 

Screening for that Cluster.  If, as a result of the Physical Infeasibility Screening or at any time in 

the Cluster Study Process, the ISO determines, in consultation with the Connecting Transmission 

Owner or Affected Transmission Owner, that the proposed interconnection of a Cluster Study 

Project is Physically Infeasible as defined in Section 40.7.3.2, then the ISO shall notify the 

Interconnection Customer that the proposed interconnection of its Cluster Study Project is 

Physically Infeasible and shall withdraw the Interconnection Request for the project pursuant to 

Section 40.6.4. 

40.7.3.4  If: (i) more than one Interconnection Request in a Cluster proposes to 

interconnect at the same Point of Interconnection on the New York State Transmission System or 

Distribution System and (ii) all of the Interconnection Requests proposing to interconnect at that 

location are not able in the aggregate to interconnect due to a Physical Infeasibility, then an 

Interconnection Request with a Queue Position with a higher designated priority shall have 

priority over an Interconnection Request with a Queue Position with a lower designated priority 
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(including as between Interconnection Requests within the same Cluster) for access to that Point 

of Interconnection for purposes of Physical Infeasibility determinations. 

40.7.3.5  For purposes of applying Section 40.7.3.4 if one or more of the Cluster Study 

Projects proposing to interconnect at the same Point of Interconnection are Contingent Projects, 

the Transmission Owner shall perform two Physical Infeasibility assessments.   

40.7.3.5.1  For the first Physical Infeasibility assessment,  the Transmission Owner (i) 

will assume  all Pending Projects, including those associated with Contingent Projects, that their 

associated Pending Projects have accepted their Project Cost Allocation and provided the 

required cash or Security in, as applicable, the ongoing Class Year Study, Cluster Study, 

Additional SDU Study, or Small Generator Interconnection Procedures facilities study and (ii) 

will assess whether, with these Pending Projects assumed in the baseline of the system used in 

the assessment, there are Physical Infeasibility issues for any remaining Cluster Study Projects 

that are not Contingent Projects.  This first assessment will be used for determining which 

Interconnection Requests for the Cluster Study Projects that are not Contingent Projects are 

Physically Infeasible if the Pending Project(s) proceed to accept their Project Cost Allocation 

and provide the required cash or Security in, as applicable, the ongoing Class Year Study, 

Cluster Study, Additional SDU Study, or Small Generator Interconnection Procedures facilities 

study. 

40.7.3.5.2  For the second Physical Infeasibility assessment, the Transmission Owner: (i) 

will assume for all Pending Projects, including those associated with Contingent Projects, that 

the Pending Projects do not accept their Project Cost Allocation and/or do not provide the 

required cash or Security in, as applicable, the ongoing Class Year Study, Cluster Study, or 

Additional SDU Study, or Small Generator Interconnection Procedures facilities study and (ii) 
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assuming all of the Pending Projects are not used in the baseline of the system used in the 

assessment, will assess all Cluster Study Projects, including Contingent Projects, equally for 

their access to the Point of Interconnection and will apply the priority rules in Section 40.7.3.4. 

40.7.4  Scoping Meeting 

 

During the Customer Engagement Window, and after the ISO posts the Physical 

Infeasibility screening report, the ISO shall hold a group Scoping Meeting with all 

Interconnection Customers with validated Interconnection Requests and CRIS-Only Requests 

included in the Cluster for that Cluster Study Process, along with the Connecting Transmission 

Owners and any Affected Transmission Owner(s) identified in connection with the 

Interconnection Requests.  The ISO will provide notice of the Scoping Meeting by sending 

notice to the contact list of the Cluster Study Projects included in the Cluster Study Project List 

and the applicable Connecting Transmission Owners, Affected Transmission Owners, and 

Affected System Operators.  In setting the date for the Scoping Meeting, the ISO will consult 

with the Transmission Owners concerning the timeframe for completion of the Physical 

Infeasibility Screening, with the Scoping Meeting to take place no later than the last Business 

Day before the close of the Customer Engagement Window. 

The purpose of the Scoping Meeting shall be to reinforce the roles and responsibilities of 

all parties in the interconnection process, including to discuss the study scope for the Cluster 

Study, the schedule, and the work plan, to exchange information including any transmission data 

that would reasonably be expected to impact such interconnection options, to discuss the results 

of the Physical Infeasibility Screening, including summarizing potential Physical Infeasibility 

issues, and to analyze such information.  The ISO, Connecting Transmission Owner, Affected 

Transmission Owner(s), and Interconnection Customer will also bring to the meeting personnel 
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and other resources as may be reasonably required to accomplish the purpose of the meeting in 

the time allocated for the meeting.  The duration of the meeting shall be sufficient to accomplish 

its purpose.  If the Scoping Meeting consists of more than one Interconnection Customer, the 

ISO shall issue, no later than fifteen (15) Business Days after the commencement of the 

Customer Engagement Window, and Interconnection Customer shall execute, a non-disclosure 

agreement prior to a group Scoping Meeting, which will provide for confidentiality of 

commercially sensitive information identified in the Scoping Meeting pertaining to any other 

Interconnection Customers.  Before holding a Scoping Meeting with an Affiliate of a Connecting 

Transmission Owner and that Connecting Transmission Owner, the ISO shall post on its OASIS 

an advance notice of its intent to do so.   

40.7.5  Phase 1 Entry Decision Period 

 

40.7.5.1  The Phase 1 Entry Decision Period for the Cluster Study Process shall 

commence on the first Business Day after the end date of the Customer Engagement Window. 

40.7.5.2  The Phase 1 Entry Decision Period shall be a five (5) Business Day period. 

40.7.5.3  A Cluster Study Project will be included in the Phase 1 Study if, during the 

Phase 1 Entry Decision Period, the Interconnection Customer for the Cluster Study Project:  

(i) notifies the ISO of its election for its Cluster Study Project to proceed to the Phase 1 

Study;  

(ii) submits to the ISO an updated proposed Initial Backfeed Date, an updated proposed 

Synchronization Date, and an updated proposed Commercial Operation Date; and 

(iii) provides the ISO with the Readiness Deposit 1 for its Cluster Study Project in 

accordance with the requirements in Section 40.2.4.2.  The Readiness Deposit 1 shall be $4,000 

per MW based on the requested ERIS amount at the Point of Interconnection for the Cluster 
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Study Project; provided, however, that a CRIS-Only Cluster Study Project is not required to 

provide Readiness Deposit 1 to proceed to the Phase 1 Study. 

40.7.6 Withdrawal and Withdrawal Penalties 

40.7.6.1  If an Interconnection Customer does not satisfy the requirements in Section 

40.7.5.3 for the Cluster Study Project to proceed to the Phase 1 Study, then the ISO shall 

withdraw the Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request for the Cluster Study Project from 

the ISO’s Queue pursuant to the Withdrawal requirements in Section 40.6.4. 

40.7.6.2  If an Interconnection Customer withdraws the Interconnection Request or 

CRIS-Only Request for a Cluster Study Project, or the Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only 

Request is deemed withdrawn by the ISO, from the ISO’s Queue during the Customer 

Engagement Window or at the Phase 1 Entry Decision Period, the Interconnection Customer for 

the Cluster Study Project, including a CRIS-Only Cluster Study Project, shall pay a Withdrawal 

Penalty in an amount equal to twenty-five percent (25%) of its initial Study Deposit amount for 

the project; except for the following: 

(i) if the Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request was withdrawn or was 

deemed withdrawn by the ISO during the Customer Engagement Window up to five (5) 

Business Days after the ISO posted the Cluster Study Project List pursuant to Section 

40.7.2.2, then the Cluster Study Project shall not be assessed a Withdrawal Penalty;  

(ii) if the ISO determined that the Cluster Study Project cannot move forward due 

to Physical Infeasibility pursuant to Section 40.7.3, then the Cluster Study Project shall 

not be assessed a Withdrawal Penalty; and  

(iii) if the Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request was for: (A) a 

Contingent Project that was withdrawn by the ISO pursuant to Section 40.5.4.1.3 or (B) 
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for a Contingent Project that was converted to a CRIS-Only Cluster Study Project and 

informs the ISO of its election to withdraw prior to the Phase 1 Study pursuant to Section 

40.5.4.1.3, then the Interconnection Request or CRIS-Only Request shall not be assessed 

a Withdrawal Penalty. 

40.7.6.2.1  The ISO shall invoice, and Interconnection Customer shall pay, any 

Withdrawal Penalty as set forth in Section 40.24.3. 

40.7.6.3  The ISO shall apply the collected Withdrawal Penalty Funds pursuant to Section 

40.6.5. 
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